INTRODUCTION

one of the finest hotels in Russia, and as a matter
of fact, it would be a credit to any country. But
in order to get up to your room in it you have to
stand and wait for fifteen or twenty minutes, be-
cause the elevators they have built are few and so
small that they can handle only a few persons at
a time.

However, the Russians' genuine hospitality and
their sincere desire to make your stay as pleasant
and comfortable as is humanly possible make you
overlook and forget these little inconveniences.

I have mentioned the fact that the time spent
with a visitor or tourist is of only two hours' dura-
tion. If you want to use a car during the other
hours, it can be obtained only through the Intourist
organization. To obtain permission to hire a car is
very difficult, and when that permission is granted
it is done very reluctantly and the price is twenty-
five roubles, or five dollars in American money, for
one hour.

The idea of a visitor's departing from the pre-
arranged tour and wandering off on a path of his
own choosing is looked upon with great disfavor,
and everything is done to discourage him from such
a procedure. Even if a visitor makes such an
arrangement, he must know the language in order
to obtain, any information of consequence. Yet